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Further Reading and Resources

Appendix

There is an extensive literature of theological work related to the abuse 
crisis in the Catholic Church, both in books and in journal articles. Most 
of the journal articles, including many of those cited in this research, 
are behind paywalls or require institutional access, usually through a 
university library. The titles below are all either available by open access, 
with no charge, or can be ordered online for modest costs. 

The books, journal articles and Catholic teaching texts cited in the 
endnotes are not repeated here.
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Memoirs from Survivors

Stephen Bernard, Paper Cuts: A memoir (London: Jonathan Cape, 2019)

Graham Caveney, The Boy with Perpetual Nervousness: A Memoir of an Adolescence (London: 
Picador, 2017)

Brian Devlin, Cardinal Sin: Challenging power abuse in the Catholic Church (Dublin: Columba 

Books, 2021) https://www.rootandbranchsynod.org/stolen-lives

Peter Murray, Swimming with Medusa: One man’s journey through abuse to hope (Burleigh, 
Australia: Zeus Publications, 2014)

An external perspective

Richard Scorer, Betrayed: The English Catholic Church and the Sex Abuse Crisis (London: 

Biteback Publishing, 2014)

A bishop’s response to the abuse crisis

Bishop Geoffrey Robinson, Confronting Power and Sex in the Catholic Church: Reclaiming the 
Spirit of Jesus (Dublin: Columba Press, 2007)

The experience of priests 
Barry O’Sullivan, The Burden of Betrayal: Non-Offending Priests and the Clergy Sexual Abuse 
Scandals (Gracewing, 2018) 

Other theological writing

Daniel J Fleming, James F. Keenan SJ and Hans Zolner SJ, (eds.) Doing Theology and Theological 
Ethics in the Face of the Abuse Crisis (Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2023)  
The complete book is open access, i.e. available to download from the Catholic Theological Ethics 
for a World Church website:

Doing Theology and Theological Ethics in the Face of the Abuse Crisis (Complete Book) | 
Published in Journal of Moral Theology (scholasticahq.com)

Bradford E. Hinze, Confronting a Church in Controversy, (New York: Paulist Press, 2022)

Richard Lennan, Seeking the Right Side of History: Theology and the Sexual Abuse Crisis. Lecture 
given at Villanova University. November 2019

200304+-+PAPER+-+IAG+Governance+Symposium+-+Richard+Lennan.pdf (squarespace.com) 

"Seeking the Right Side of History: Theology & the Sex Abuse Crisis" - YouTube

Shelley Rambo, Resurrecting Wounds: Living in the Afterlife of Trauma (Waco, Texas: Baylor 
University Press, 2017)

On prevention and pastoral care and support

Jane Chevous, Laura Fischer, Concetta Perôt, Angela Sweeney, Safe, Seen, Supported: How to 
help and reach children and young people experiencing abuse in their households (March 2021) 
available at

SafeSeenSupôportedReport_JC-LF-CP-AS.pdf (survivorsvoices.org)

See also the Survivor Involvement Ladder developed by Survivors Voices
Survivor Involvement Ladder – Survivors Voices

Brendan Geary, Child Sexual Abuse: What is it? How should it be dealt with? What is a Christian 
response? (Suffolk: Kevin Mayhew Pubs, 2009)

Joanne Marie Greer and Brendan Geary (eds.) The Dark Night of the Catholic Church: Examining 
the Child Sexual Abuse Scandal (Suffolk: Kevin Mayhew Pubs, 2011) 

Sarah Nelson, Tackling Child Sexual Abuse: Radical Approaches to Prevention, Protection and 
Support. (Bristol: Policy Press, 2016).

https://www.rootandbranchsynod.org/stolen-lives
https://jmt.scholasticahq.com/article/72042-doing-theology-and-theological-ethics-in-the-face-of-the-abuse-crisis-complete-book
https://jmt.scholasticahq.com/article/72042-doing-theology-and-theological-ethics-in-the-face-of-the-abuse-crisis-complete-book
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5930ee9129687f4cfdcebf6a/t/5edf3f42fbb42909b2bca897/1591689027564/200304+-+PAPER+-+IAG+Governance+Symposium+-+Richard+Lennan.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNjW4yFnIyo
https://survivorsvoices.org/involvement-ladder/
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Resources to use in groups

Stolen Lives is a project from Root and Branch, a forum and movement for reform in the Catholic 
Church. See Home | Root & Branch Synod (rootandbranchsynod.org) for an explanation of 
the movement itself and follow the links to the Stolen Lives webpages. Root and Branch have 
produced a valuable learning resource available here Stolen Lives Learning Resource publication 
copy.pdf

The resources from the Isaiah Journey have already been mentioned several times in the report: 
see The Isaiah Journey - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) for all their material.

Reports on the child abuse crisis in the Catholic Church and Catholic 
institutions in other countries

Scotland

Bishops’ Conference of Scotland: Statistical Review of non-recent Cases of Abuse. An analysis of 
Religious records from 1943 to 2005 (February 2018) 

See Safeguarding (bcos.org.uk) for statistical reports including this title as well as reviews of 
safeguarding policy and practice.

France

Independent Commission on Sexual Abuse in the Church (CIASE): Final Report (October 2021)
Also known as the Sauvé Report A 32 page summary in English is available at
Final Report - Independent Commission on Sexual Abuse in the Church (ciase.fr)

As a result of the report, the French bishops set up the National Authority for Recognition 
and Reparation (INIRR), an independent body which works to offer financial reparations and 
restorative measures to the victims. See https://international.la-croix.com/news/ethics/sexual-
violence-addressing-the-emergencies-within-the-church-in-france/18686 

Ireland

Commission of Investigation: Report into the Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin, July 2009 (The 
Murphy Report)

C-04 Murphy Report Entire Ireland - DocumentCloud

Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (Dublin: Government Publications, 2009) also known as 
the Ryan Report)

The Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (childabusecommission.ie)

USA

Karen J. Terry, Margaret Leland, Katarina Schuth OSF, Brenda Vollman, Christina Massey,
The Causes and Context of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests in the United States, 1950-
2010: A Report Presented to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops by the John Jay 
College Research Team (2011), available at

The-Causes-and-Context-of-Sexual-Abuse-of-Minors-by-Catholic-Priests-in-the-United-

States-1950-2010.pdf (usccb.org)

Australia

Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse: Analysis of Claims of Child 
Sexual Abuse Made with Respect to Catholic Church Institutions in Australia (2017) available at

Research Report - Analysis of complaints of child sexual abuse made with respect to Catholic 
Church Institutions in Australia - Institutions of Interest (childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au)

https://www.rootandbranchsynod.org/
https://www.rootandbranchsynod.org/stolen-lives
https://www.rootandbranchsynod.org/stolen-lives
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/the-isaiah-journey/
https://www.bcos.org.uk/Safeguarding/tabid/124/Default.aspx
https://www.ciase.fr/rapport-final/
https://international.la-croix.com/news/ethics/sexual-violence-addressing-the-emergencies-within-the-church-in-france/18686
https://international.la-croix.com/news/ethics/sexual-violence-addressing-the-emergencies-within-the-church-in-france/18686
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/243712-4-murphy-report-entire-ireland
https://childabusecommission.ie/
https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/The-Causes-and-Context-of-Sexual-Abuse-of-Minors-by-Catholic-Priests-in-the-United-States-1950-2010.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/The-Causes-and-Context-of-Sexual-Abuse-of-Minors-by-Catholic-Priests-in-the-United-States-1950-2010.pdf
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_report_-_analysis_of_claims_of_made_with_respect_to_catholic_church_institutions_-_institutions_of_interest_0.pdf
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_report_-_analysis_of_claims_of_made_with_respect_to_catholic_church_institutions_-_institutions_of_interest_0.pdf
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1. Pope Francis, Vos estis lux mundi   
Apostolic Letter in the form of “Motu Proprio” of the Supreme Pontiff Francis "Vos estis 
lux mundi" (Updated) (25 March 2023) | Francis (vatican.va) p.1.

2. For more details of the members of both bodies, see  
Boundary Breaking - Durham University. 

3. A safeguarding plan aims to ensure that those about whom there are concerns or where 
allegations have been made or who have been convicted of relevant offences against 
children or adults and have served their sentences, are supervised and supported. They 
are agreements which identify risks and set in place strategies to manage these. For more 
information, see the Practice Guidance section of the CSSA website;  
Practice Guidance (catholicsafeguarding.org.uk)

4. A separate report on the research methodology will be published later.

5. The Charter for Engaging Survivors – Survivors Voices

6. Pope Francis, "Evangelii Gaudium": Apostolic Exhortation on the Proclamation of the 
Gospel in Today's World (24 November 2013) | Francis (vatican.va)

7. See p.134 for an explanation of synodality.

8. See the appendix for examples.

9. National Catholic Safeguarding Commission (NCSC) Annual Report 2015 p.35.

10. NCSC Annual Report 2019. p.32. 

11. NCSC Annual Report 2018 p.66.

12. NCSC Annual Report 2019.p.33.

13. Stephen Bullivant, Allegations of child sexual abuse in the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales between 1970 and 2015: A Statistical Summary, Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse in 
the Catholic Church in England and Wales between 1970 and 2015: A Statistical Summary 
- St Mary's University Open Research Archive (stmarys.ac.uk)

14. Bullivant, p.18.

15. Bullivant, p.26.

16. This is a wider trend. See Massimo Faggioli and Mary Catherine O’Reilly-Gindhart. 2021. 
'A New Wave in the Modern History of the Abuse Crisis in the Catholic Church: Literature 
Overview, 2018–2020', Theological Studies, Vol. 82 (1) 156–85.

17. Integrity in Ministry - Religious Life Safeguarding Service (religioussafeguarding.org) 

18. Ian Elliott and others, Independent Review of Safeguarding Structures and Arrangements 
in the Catholic Church in England and Wales (Elliott Review) Independent Review 
Safeguarding Report 2020 Re-Format 4 (cbcew.org.uk)  pp.72-5.

19. Elliott Review, pp. 6-7.

20. See Home - cssa (catholicsafeguarding.org.uk) and Religious Life Safeguarding Service   
(religioussafeguarding.org)

21. Elliott Review, p.47.

22. National Tribunal Service (NTS) - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk)

23. Caring-Safely-For-Others.pdf (cbcew.org.uk)

24. Prayer for Survivors of Abuse 2023 - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk)  

25. NCSC Annual Report 2019, p.17. 

26. Apostolic Letter in the form of “Motu Proprio” of the Supreme Pontiff Francis "Vos estis 
lux mundi" (7 May 2019) | Francis (vatican.va)

27. See, for example, Christopher Lamb, Fr Hans Zollner resigns from child protection body 
(thetablet.co.uk) 29th March 2023, and an interview with Baroness Sheila Hollins at  
Home | Root & Branch Synod (rootandbranchsynod.org) 

Notes

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/20230325-motu-proprio-vos-estis-lux-mundi-aggiornato.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/20230325-motu-proprio-vos-estis-lux-mundi-aggiornato.html
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/catholic-studies/research/boundary-breaking-/
https://catholicsafeguarding.org.uk/resources/practice-guidance/
https://survivorsvoices.org/charter/#:~:text=Turning%20Pain%20into%20Power%3A%20A%20Charter%20for%20Organisations,happened%20to%20them%20into%20power%20that%20changes%20things.
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
https://research.stmarys.ac.uk/id/eprint/3529/
https://research.stmarys.ac.uk/id/eprint/3529/
https://research.stmarys.ac.uk/id/eprint/3529/
https://religioussafeguarding.org/?mpcs-lesson=integrity-in-ministry
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/Independent-Review-Safeguarding-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/Independent-Review-Safeguarding-Report-2020.pdf
https://catholicsafeguarding.org.uk/
https://religioussafeguarding.org/
https://religioussafeguarding.org/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/national-tribunal-service/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/04/Caring-Safely-For-Others.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/prayer-for-survivors-of-abuse/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/16881/fr-hans-zollner-resigns-from-child-protection-body
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/16881/fr-hans-zollner-resigns-from-child-protection-body
https://www.rootandbranchsynod.org/sl-archive
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28. IICSA, The Roman Catholic Church: Investigation Report (November 2020)  
The Roman Catholic Church:Safeguarding in the Roman Catholic Church in England and 
Wales (cbcew.org.uk)

29. Roman Catholic Church Investigation Report, p.122. 

30. Safeguarding - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk)

31. See George B. Wilson SJ, Clericalism: The Death of Priesthood (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 
2008), Chapters One and Two, for a fuller explanation.

32. This was the case even though this research was carried out within the CCS, which is 
independent of the Church but works collaboratively and constructively with many Catholic 
institutions.

33. See Lovett, Coy and Kelly, Deflection, denial and disbelief. The authors note that although this 
was a ‘popular’ theory in the 1980s and 90s, there was a lack of clear evidence to support it. 
P.9

34. Margaret Farley, Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics (New York: Continuum, 
2006) p. 209.

35. Marcus Meschler, ‘Clergy Sexual Abuse as Moral Injury: Confronting a Wounded and Wounding 
Church’ in Daniel J. Fleming, James F. Keenan SJ and Hans Zollner SJ (eds.) Doing Theology 
and Theological Ethics in the Face of the Abuse Crisis, (Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 
2023) 122-149 p.122.

36. Marcus Meschler, Kandi Stinson, Anne Fuller, Ashley Theuring, Measuring and Exploring Moral 
Injury Caused by Clergy Sexual Abuse. (Xavier University, 2022)   

Xavier (Cincinnati): Measuring Moral Injury – Taking Responsibility (fordham.edu)

37. The Catholic Parish: Institutional Discipline, Tribal Identity and Religious Development:  
(London: Sheed and Ward, 1996) p.104.

38. Synodality is explained on p.134

39. Documents and Publications - Catholic Bishops’ Conference (cbcew.org.uk)

40. It is a limitation that we were not able to listen to more deacons. It would have been desirable.

41. A celebret is a letter from a bishop or a provincial leader of a religious congregation which 
confirms that a priest is in good standing with the Church. It may be required if a priest wishes 
to celebrate the Eucharist in another diocese or country. 

42. See Chapter One for explanations of the Nolan Review, the One Church approach and the 
Valladolid meeting.

43. Pope John Paul II, Pastores Gregis: Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Bishop, Servant 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the Hope of the World, (2003) Pastores gregis (October 16, 
2003) | John Paul II (vatican.va) para. 22.

44. The Nolan Report is explained in Chapter One.

45. Other research shows that there is a low rate of recidivism among male sex offenders who 
have received  treatment for their offences. 

46. See Chapter One for more details.

47. To protect anonymity, in this section we use only the generic terms ‘office-holders’ and 
‘leaders’, to cover this group.

48. The names and ciphers (IICSA codes) of those requested to supply documentation or witness 
statements can be found on pp 139-142 of the IICSA Report on the Catholic Church. They 
include twenty-five bishops and priests, at least twenty-five safeguarding volunteers and staff 
and thirty-five ‘complainants’ (survivors). 

49. The Elliot Review recommendations are explained in more detail on p.86

50. Catholic Council for the IICSA – Recommendations Action Plan, available at Microsoft Word - 
2021.04.30 - IICSA Recommendations - Response Paper FINAL.docx (cbcew.org.uk)  

51. Bullivant, p.9.

52. Bullivant prefaces his analysis with cautions about ‘the problematic nature of all statistics’, 
noting that researchers stress that a large proportion of abuse is never reported and that 
Catholic data from dioceses and religious orders is often scanty or incomplete. pp.6-7.

53. Bullivant, p.10.

54. NCSC Annual Report, 2019, p.24.

55. See the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church from the Second Vatican Council, Lumen 
Gentium (1964), paras. 40 and 42 Lumen gentium (vatican.va) and Pope Francis, Gaudete et 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/05/IICSA-Catholic-Church-Report-4-December-2020.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/05/IICSA-Catholic-Church-Report-4-December-2020.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/safeguarding/
https://takingresponsibility.ace.fordham.edu/measuring-moral-injury/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/documents-and-publications/
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_20031016_pastores-gregis.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_20031016_pastores-gregis.html
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/05/IICSA-Recommendations-Response-300421.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/05/IICSA-Recommendations-Response-300421.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html


188

Exsultate (2018) paras.6-18. "Gaudete et exsultate": Apostolic Exhortation on the call to 
holiness in today's world (19 March 2018) | Francis (vatican.va)
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57. Home | Grief to Grace (grieftograceuk.org)  
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59. Religious Life Safeguarding Service (religioussafeguarding.org)
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66. Julie Hanlon Rubio and Paul J. Schutz, Beyond Bad Apples: Understanding Clergy 
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68. Nicholas Senz, ‘What is ‘Clericalism’? Aleteia, 23.08.2018. What is “clericalism?” (aleteia.
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69. Thomas G. Plante, ‘Clericalism Contributes to Religious, Spiritual, and Behavioral Struggles 
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