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Overview of today's presentation

Careers & Enterprise - Home (sharepoint.com) @careersatdurham careers@DurhamUniversity

• What is a Placement Year?

• Searching Strategies

• Turing Scheme

• Support and Resources Available

• Approval Process and Viator

https://durhamuniversity.sharepoint.com/teams/CareersEnterprise


Global Opportunity Definitions

Placement Year
• An OPTIONAL additional year 

to your degree
• Typically taken between your 

2nd and 3rd year
• Can be within the UK or 

anywhere internationally (so 
long as it is safe to do so)

• Professional level work 
experience

• Pass or Fail, doesn’t affect 
your overall degree outcome

• Assessed on employability 
skill progression through 
reflective learning

• 20% tuition fee

Study Abroad
• An OPTIONAL additional year 

to your degree
• Taken between your 2nd and 

3rd year
• You will visit a University in an 

exchange agreement with 
Durham University

• You apply for a place through 
the Study Abroad processes

• Depending on the agreement 
the year may or may not count 
towards your final degree 
outcome

• Assessed on academic 
achievement for the year

• 15% tuition fee

Year Abroad
• A MANDATORY additional year 

to your language degree
• Taken between your 2nd and 

3rd year
• Must be abroad in a country 

that speaks your target 
language(s)

• You can opt to either study or 
work or a combination of both

• Pass or Fail, doesn’t affect 
your overall degree outcome

• Assessed on your language 
skill progression

• 15% tuition fee



• An additional year, extending your degree in length

• Generally speaking it occurs in your penultimate year, for some four year courses it can be between 
2nd and 3rd or 3rd and 4th

• Minimum 40 weeks in length which for most will be 1 long placement but some students have the 
option to do up to 3 smaller placements

• Needs to be a full time role (e.g. 35 hours per week) or equivalent - so if your weekly hours are less 
you will need to extend the duration of the placement

• Must be professional level work experience

• Some of you may already be on the "with Placement Year route" if you aren't, we transfer you after
you have secured the role (but can transfer you across earlier if needed)

What is a Placement Year?



• Have a professional online presence on LinkedIn

• For help on using LinkedIn, download our help sheet

• Research companies with global offices

• Find HR professionals in those global teams to contact directly – avoid 
generic emails such as 'info@'

• Use resource GoinGlobal for country specific advice and opportunities

• Speculatively apply to organisations

Searching strategies for International placements

http://www.linkedin.com/
https://durham.careercentre.me/clientcontent/qPAqQydbXP6021ueTw5wnw/files/Help%20Sheets/LinkedIn.docx
https://online.goinglobal.com/?accid=20180521xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxDU


• Read the Speculative Applications help sheet for guidance

• Top tips:

– Be organised: keep lists of organisations including contact 
details, specific info, dates applied

– Prepare your CV and Covering letter using the linked help sheets. 
Use the CV Builder and then CV360 resources to perfect your CV

– Tailor each application

– Follow up

– Be resilient, you may get no replies or rejection

Speculative Applications

https://durham.careercentre.me/clientcontent/qPAqQydbXP6021ueTw5wnw/files/Help%20Sheets/Speculative%20Applications.docx
https://durham.careercentre.me/clientcontent/qPAqQydbXP6021ueTw5wnw/files/Help%20Sheets/CV%20Writing%20General.docx
https://durham.careercentre.me/clientcontent/qPAqQydbXP6021ueTw5wnw/files/Help%20Sheets/Cover%20Letter%20General.docx
https://durham.careercentre.me/u/6kp0gbwu
https://durham.careercentre.me/u/jvd96y7w








Turing Global Opportunities?

Study Abroad Placement Year

Volunteering, 
Sport etc

Internships

Summer 
Schools

Funding, 
Scholarships etc

GO Turing - Durham University
exchanges.studyabroad@durham.ac.uk

https://www.durham.ac.uk/global-durham/global-opportunities/go-turing/
mailto:exchanges.studyabroad@durham.ac.uk


• You can book 1:1 appointments with your Faculty Placement Manager or one of our 
Careers Advisors through the CareersConnect

• Join our LinkedIn groups where we post interesting opportunities for students to apply to 
(not all international but some)

– Durham University: Find a Placement Year

– Durham University: Science Placement Years

• Check out the events section on the CareersConnect for relevant workshops such as:

Support and Resources

Date Session Booking link
Wednesday 1st November
1pm – 2pm
Palatine Centre PCL050

Career Essentials: How to 
choose a career

https://careers.dur.ac.uk/leap/event.html?id=28136&service=
Careers%20Centre

Wednesday 8th November
12pm – 1pm
Teaching and Learning Centre 
TLC117

Career Essentials: How to 
write effective CVs and 
Covering Letters

https://careers.dur.ac.uk/leap/event.html?id=28026&service=
Careers%20Centre

https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/appointments.html
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12147668/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13678269/
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/events.html
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/leap/event.html?id=28136&service=Careers%20Centre
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/leap/event.html?id=28136&service=Careers%20Centre
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/leap/event.html?id=28026&service=Careers%20Centre
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/leap/event.html?id=28026&service=Careers%20Centre


Website: www.durham.ac.uk/study/careers-employability-enterprise/current-students-and-staff

Quick links

Book an appointment

Ask a careers question

View vacancies

View and book events

Careers self-discovery resources

Review your CV

Practise a video interview

Practise psychometric assessments

Careers e-learning resources

Careers Connect

Careers e-learning 
platform

https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/careers-employability-enterprise/current-students-and-staff/
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/appointments.html
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/queries.html
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/jobs.html
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/events.html
https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/svc/cms.html
https://durham.careercentre.me/u/7fiwat0k
https://durham.careercentre.me/u/fzc4ghne
https://durham.careercentre.me/u/1oq468t1
https://durham.careercentre.me/u/1cuhjthp


Ask a careers question
Opportunities: browse 
work experience and 
employment vacancies

Browse and 
book
appointments

Search and book
events

CareersConnect https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/home.html

https://careers.dur.ac.uk/student/home.html


Careers e-learning  https://durham.careercentre.me/ 

Great place to start

• Career Sector 

Factsheets

• Industry Reports

• Career Stories

• Help Sheets

• Equality & Diversity 

Guides

• Core Skills for 

business / IT Skills 

courses

• Self Employment & 

Entrepreneurship

https://durham.careercentre.me/welcome/Durham-University?returnUrl=%2fMembers


Careers e-learning  https://durham.careercentre.me/ 

• Interview 360 –

practise your 

interview technique 

and get instant 

feedback

• Elevator Pitch 

Builder

• Career 

Assessments

• Aptitude Tests

• Assessment 

Centre Tool

• CV 360 – score 

your CV against 

50+ checks

• CV Builder

• Cover Letter 

Builder

https://durham.careercentre.me/welcome/Durham-University?returnUrl=%2fMembers




Viator



Careers & Enterprise Centre

www.durham.ac.uk/study/

careers-employability-enterprise  

@careersatdurham

Thank you
Contact us here:

Artsandhumanities.placements@durham.ac.uk
Business.placements@durham.ac.uk
Sciences.placements@durham.ac.uk
Socialsciences.placements@durham.ac.uk

http://www.durham.ac.uk/study/careers-employability-enterprise/
mailto:Artsandhumanities.placements@durham.ac.uk
mailto:Business.placements@durham.ac.uk
mailto:Sciences.placements@durham.ac.uk
mailto:Socialsciences.placements@durham.ac.uk
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