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What

is

anthropology?



Social Anthropology

→ qualitative social science
→ inherently comparative

→ long-term fieldwork
→ full immersion in local context

→ writing ethnography
→ empirical & theoretical

     contributions



A qualitative social science defined by:

METHOD (ethnography / long-term fieldwork)

THEORY (contributing to key debates in social 
anthropology and allied disciplines)

COMPARISON (worldwide)

PROBLEMS (big & small)



Department of Anthropology



Durham Anthropology
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PGT 
Programmes



Our Degrees



Anthropology 
Postgraduate Courses
Join a renowned department at world-class 
university and experience:

• Intellectually stimulating debates on cutting-
edge research

• Interdisciplinary expertise

• Face to face contact with experts in their field

• Local and global field-work

• Hands-on research

• Small-group teaching

• A caring and supportive environment

• A vibrant global community



Our Students



Our Students



Our Students
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Global & Planetary 
Health
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What is Global Health?



Some definitions of global health
1. [an enterprise or a project devoted to] understanding the 
causes of health problems for people all over the world -- and 
then solving those problems. (Brown & Closser 2019, 6).

2. an arena for ensuring domestic security from external 
disease threats

3. a domain for NGOs, solidarity efforts, and struggles for health 
and social justice.

4. “a utopian proposition” / mission to eradicate inequity that has 
defined the postwar world of international health (Adam 2016, 
2).



International health v.s. Global 

health
International health Global health

• Derived from sanitary 

cooperation, tropical medicine, 

colonial medicine, etc.

• Had considerable currency in 

the late 19th and early 20th 

century.

• Focus on the control of 

epidemics across the 

boundaries between nations.

• Focus on intergovernmental 

cooperation (Brown, Cueto, Fee 

2011).

• A very recent term.

• Aspire to address the health 

needs of the people of the 

whole planet.

• growing importance of actors 

beyond governmental or 

intergovernmental 

organizations and agencies 

(NGOs, media, foundations, 

etc.) (Brown, Cueto, Fee 2011).



Two regimes of global health
Global Health Security Humanitarian Biomedicine

• ‘Emerging’ infectious 

diseases;

• Disease as a threat to 

wealthy nations

• Oriented towards a future 

that has not yet occurred

• ‘Preparedness’

• Develop a real-time 

global surveillance 

system and response 

that will stop epidemics 

from spreading

• Targets diseases that currently 

affect the world’s poor (e.g. 

Malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS).

• Tends to enroll a range of actors 

in apparently ‘apolitical’ networks 

(e.g. NGOs, funders, local health 

workers)

• Seen as necessary because local 

health systems are ‘weak’

• Tends to target individuals (i.e. 

People living with HIV/AIDS) 

rather than whole populations.

Lakeoff 2010.



(Global & Planetary) health is an evolving idea

• Global & planetary health is not a fixed concept, it’s not a 

settled idea. 

• It is an evolving idea and is in the process of changing. 

• Global and planetary health understands health in a 

much broader way than clinical medicine does (should). 

• Anthropology of global & planetary health attends to 

existing power dynamics. 



• Individual health > community/public health > 

international health > global health > planetary health

How will 

planetary 

health factor 

in all of 

these??



Any questions?



Thank You! 
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