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Choosing a research topic

Choosing a research topic is a very open-
ended task!

Some of you will love this and may already 
have a topic in mind. 

Some of you will find this difficult and 
intimidating – don’t worry if you do not have 
any ideas yet, you have plenty of time to 
develop some over the course!



Inspiration for research topics

Your interests!!!

MSc modules

Faculty research topics

Current affairs

Academic journals

Etc.



Accounting research is a broad field I

Some examples of research areas in 
accounting:
Financial accounting
Management accounting
Auditing
Social and environmental accounting
Public sector accounting
Accounting history
Accounting education
Etc. 



Accounting research is a broad field II

You may even be able to integrate some of your non-
academic interests into your research

Exercise – which one of the following is not a topic 
that has been published in an academic accounting 
journal?

• Accounting and pop music 

• Accounting and football

• Accounting and cartoons

• Accounting and jokes

• Accounting and drinking 

• Accounting and films

• Accounting and film awards

















Lots of support 

Research methods module
Lectures
Seminars
Formative and summative assessment

Dissertation module
Lectures
Supervisor



Questions and Answers

Over to you - please ask any 
questions you may have!



Thank you for 
attending 
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