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Greetings from the Head of Department

Dr Michael Naef
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• Saturday, 15th March: Shanghai (full day)

• Sunday, 16th March: Guangzhou (afternoon)

• Saturday, 22nd March: Beijing (afternoon)

Upcoming events for our offer holders in China



Brief outline
• Few words about Durham

• Overview of Economics programmes

– Timeline, modules, how we teach

• Networking, events and 
extra-curricular activities

• Insights and stories from our students 
and alumni

• Q&A

2025



Our University and Business School
Durham University
• England's third oldest University (founded in 1832)
• Located in the historic city of Durham

o Part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site
• One of a small group of traditional 
collegiate universities in the UK
• A World Top 100 University (QS Ranking 2025)

Durham University Business School
• Part of elite worldwide group of 
triple-accredited Business Schools

o AACSB + AMBA + EQUIS

• One of the longest established 
Business Schools in the UK (founded in 1965)
• Four departments

o Accounting, Economics, Finance, 
Management and Marketing 



I. MSc Economics

II. MSc Environmental and Natural Resource Economics

III. MSc Behavioural Economics

Degree routes



The programme at a glance: timeline

You must get 180* credits to be awarded a degree

• Credit is a measure of workload (1 credit ≈ 10 hours of learning)

• 120 credits = core and optional modules (each module is worth 15* credits)

• 60 credits = dissertation

• You will normally study 4 modules in term 1 and 4 modules in term 2

* Foreign Language module is worth 20 credits ⟹ if you take it, the total number of credits is 185 

Induction

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr JunMay Jul Aug Sept
Term 1 Term 3Term 2 Exam resits

Exams Assignments and
Exams

Summer

Dissertation



MSc Economics: modules
Pre-sessional 
modules

Core modules Optional modules

(1) Introduction to 
Economics [online]
(2) Mathematics and 
Statistics [in-person]

(1) Advanced Microeconomics 
(2) Advanced Macroeconomics 
(3) Econometric Analysis 
(4) Time-Series Analysis OR Microeconometrics
(5) Dissertation 

• Environmental and Climate Economics
• Natural Resource Economics
• Behavioural Economics 
• Experimental Economics
• Time-Series Analysis / Microeconometrics
• Data Analytics (tbc)
• Machine Learning (tbc)
• Development Economics
• Game Theory  
• Industrial Organisation
• Money and Banking
• International Trade and Finance  
• Finance modules: 

• Capital Market Development (tbc)
• Market Microstructure (tbc)

• Foreign Language



MSc Environmental and Natural Resource Economics: modules
Pre-sessional 
modules

Core modules Optional modules

(1) Introduction to 
Economics [online]
(2) Mathematics and 
Statistics [in-person]

(1) Advanced Microeconomics 
(2) Advanced Macroeconomics 
(3) Econometric Analysis 
(4) Time-Series Analysis OR Microeconometrics
(5) Environmental and Climate Economics
(6) Natural Resource Economics
(7) Dissertation 

• Behavioural Economics 
• Experimental Economics
• Time-Series Analysis / Microeconometrics
• Data Analytics (tbc)
• Machine Learning (tbc)
• Development Economics
• Game Theory  
• Industrial Organisation
• Money and Banking
• International Trade and Finance  
• Foreign Language



MSc Behavioural Economics: modules
Pre-sessional 
modules

Core modules Optional modules

(1) Introduction to 
Economics [online]
(2) Mathematics and 
Statistics [in-person]

(1) Advanced Microeconomics 
(2) Advanced Macroeconomics 
(3) Econometric Analysis 
(4) Time-Series Analysis OR Microeconometrics
(5) Behavioural Economics
(6) Experimental Economics
(7) Dissertation 

• Environmental and Climate Economics
• Natural Resource Economics
• Time-Series Analysis / Microeconometrics
• Data Analytics (tbc)
• Machine Learning (tbc)
• Development Economics
• Game Theory  
• Industrial Organisation
• Money and Banking
• International Trade and Finance 
• Behavioural and Neurofinance (tbc)
• Behavioural Insights for Public Policy (tbc)
• Power and Influence (tbc)
• Foreign Language



How we teach
• Lectures

• Small group activity
• Seminars
• Workshops / practical sessions

• Dissertation meetings with your supervisor

• Private study
• Reading

• Problem sets
• Presentations
• Assignments

• Assessment
• Coursework + written examinations



Who will teach you 1:1 contact hours
Department of Economics:
• More than 40 members of academic staff

• Teaching is research-based 

• Your lecturers do the top-notch research and have a 

strong publication record in their field

• Members of 6 research centres:

• Centre for Experimental Methods and Behavioural 
Research

• Centre for Environmental and Energy Economics
• Centre for Macroeconomic Policy
• Durham Research in Economic Analysis and Mechanisms
• Centre for Banking Institutions and Development

• Centre for Quantitative Research in Financial Economics

Academic advisers
• Individual discussion of various matters 

related to your personal academic 
performance

• Advice and feedback on your academic 
progress

• Recommendation letters at any point of 
your study

Office hours 
• Opportunity to raise questions related to 

the content of modules, assessment etc.

• Meetings with any member of staff:

• Module leaders / lecturers

• Seminar tutors



Networking events and skills development opportunities

Dr Nourin Shabnam
Deputy Programme Director



Networking Events - Induction



• Information session

• Classroom mingling 

• Interactive quiz session

• Scavenger hunt

• Induction event includes:

Induction







Networking Events – Public 
Lectures



• Public lectures by high-profile academics and practitioners:

• Jonathan Haskell (Imperial College and Bank of England)

• Victoria Saporta (Bank of England)

• Dennis Tatarkov (KPMG)

• Sandra Batten (Bank of England)

• Cosmina Dorobantu (Alan Turing Institute)

• Brett Manning (Upstart)

Public lectures







• Social events (student-staff gathering)

• Welcome Reception and Informal Get-Together

• MSc Christmas Dinner

• MSc Post-Exam Celebration Dinner (due in mid-June)

Social Events









Optional training for skill development

• Econometrics drop-in sessions

• Python training course



MSc Economics Social Café 



Adding to your experience: company tour (field trip)

Dr Ibrahim Inal
Associate Professor,
Deputy Director of Education









Hear from our students: first-hand evidence

Lorelie Martin
MSc Environmental and 
Natural Resource Economics
student

Madhura Ghosh
MSc Economics student



College life
A distinctive collegiate system:
• 17 Colleges

• Mixed communities of UG and PG students

• Ustinov college – dedicated only to PG students

• Students study across all subjects

• Create a sense of belonging

• 200+ clubs and societies

• Dancing, cooking, memes, sports, board games…

• Social events and dinners

• Make friends for all your life!

• Welfare and pastoral support



College life



London Field Trip



Hear from our graduates: reflections on studying at Durham

Imeth Kapuruge 
MSc Economics graduate 2024,
Policy Analyst, Bank of England



Career support

• Dedicated Careers & Enterprise team 

• Advice and guidance on career planning

• Offers you the opportunity to build your 
employability skills

• Discovering career possibilities

• Supporting with CV and applications

• Preparing for job interviews

• Individual career appointments

• Organising a lot of employer events
• Career fairs, forums, presentations, 

pop-up events…



Student support
We provide access to a wide range of support services 
to help you feel well, comfortable and get the most 
from your experience (immigration, healthcare, 
wellbeing, counselling, chaplaincy and faith etc.)

Academic Skills Centre 
• Comprehensive assistance for the development of 

various skills: 

• Academic writing 
• Managing with written/spoken assessments 
• Digital competencies

• Besides the taught sessions in different formats, 
there are drop-in sessions for more immediate 
assistance



For more information following this session:
• Contact me via email:

vsevolod.ostapenko@durham.ac.uk

• Check out lots of useful pre-information on the Masters Hub

• Please sign up for our upcoming sessions: 

International Opportunities : Wednesday 12 March, 9.30am - 10.30am (GMT)

Durham Masters in Economics Webinar: Taster Module Session : Monday 7 April, 10am - 11am (BST)

Masters drop in Q&A with Business School students and alumni : Thursday 17 April 2pm - 3pm (BST)

Durham Masters Webinar: Scholarships and Funding Webinar : Friday 25 April 2025, 1pm - 2pm (BST)

mailto:vsevolod.ostapenko@durham.ac.uk
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/programmes/masters/masters-hub/programme-information-/economics/
https://gck.fm/xtkcv


Thank you for 
attending!


